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This paper aims to present the state farms and agricultural area used by those in the county of Arges and Sud-Muntenia region 
according to legal personality, based on the latest statistics. In this paper we address the size of agricultural holdings in terms of 
physical size, agricultural area (UAA) in number of hectares, by type of animal that you own and the number of farms. 
In the analyzed period shows that the agricultural sector in Romania individual continues to be the main component of Romanian 
private farming, which consists of individual farms and family associations without legal personality disorder. The data indicates 
that we are dealing with a decrease in average 5% from the 2002 figures when the previous census was held. In 2010 there were 
reviewed in Arges 162 858 agricultural holdings, of which 161 798 unincorporated. It is noted that individual producers are still 
unassociated and still work the land to live sometimes from day to day. 
© 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V. 
Selection and peer-review under responsibility of Faculty of Economic Sciences, Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu. 
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1. Introduction 
The main segment we provide food resources is agriculture, which has a vital role in the economy through 
agricultural production which are the source of food for mankind growing, given the demographic explosion in 
poorer countries, and also the raw material for a range of industries. 
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Currently, 60% of Earth's populations make a living directly from agriculture practice. However, agricultural 
development is conditioned by differences in geology, topography, climate and natural resources, and diverse 
regional activities, infrastructure and social customs (Burcea Mariana, Micu M.M., 2010). 
Romania has about 14.6 million ha of agricultural land, of which about 9.4 million ha arable. With a share of 
agricultural area about 61% of the total, Romania is the first in the European Union (Burcea Mariana, Micu M.M., 
2010). 
Rural areas in Romania are a cardinal component of the overall evolution of the Romanian economy. Three rural 
resources give the true extent of the need of restructuring agriculture and rural development in our country: usable 
agricultural area, agricultural employment (3.5 million) and the total area of the countryside (90% of the country) 
(Micu M.M., Valentina Tudor, Daniela Cretu, 2012). 
Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development of the European Council welcomes the report on the European 
Charter of rural areas, the rural areas of Europe represents 85% of its total area affect, directly or indirectly, more 
than 50% of the continent (Stefan P. , Cretu R.C., Micu M.M., 2012). 
In Romania, a major issue, this diminishes the subsistence production in agriculture. About half of the 
agricultural land is worked in subsistence farms that maintain overall agricultural efficiency low. In 2011 it was 
estimated that approximately 3.5 million farms have land less than one hectare, which prevents them from accessing 
EU funds. Romanian agriculture are slowed performance and ownership fragmentation in small parcels, which 
requires merging their farms need large areas to be able to move to a modern agriculture. 
Prevails in our country with small holdings of 3.45 ha, which totaled about 98% of the total situation which is 
reflected in the Arges county. To achieve rational dimensions of rural farm coherent policies are required to support 
the formation and consolidation (Bercu F., Micu M.M., Patrascu G., 2010). 
The current situation of Romanian agriculture is characterized by many social and economic problems and the 
existence of many farms viable economically. 
Panel Ownership and operation of the Romanian agriculture is bipolarized, in terms of size and in terms of yields, 
weak productive. Bipolarity is shown by the coexistence of two categories of farms: small and large. 
The category included small peasant holdings (can be found under the name of, ,,the individual farm"). 
On the opposite side are large farms, typically organized as units with legal personality: associations and 
agricultural cooperatives, businesses, etc.. 
In both categories of production units are modest performance compared to the results of EU agriculture. Based 
on these general considerations and taking into account the experience and results developed European countries, we 
believe in Romania's agriculture, agrarian policy action is paramount in defining and sizing of the modern spirit 
farms. 
2. Material and Method 
In EU, farm size is characterized by two parameters: the physical size in number of hectares agricultural area 
(UAA) and economic size, expressed in number of units of economic size (ESU). 
In this paper we address the size of agricultural holdings in terms of physical size, given the structure of 
agricultural holdings on their legal classification (Tofan A., 2005-2006). 
Data were collected by means of public institutions, including the National Institute of Statistics and Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development. 
The study was to research, analyse and interpret statistical data. These, together with extracts from the theoretical 
literature, allowed assessment of agricultural holdings by size of utilized agricultural area in Romania 
3. Result and Discussions 
In the Sud-Muntenia region and in the Arges county predominant peasant character of semi-subsistence farms is 
a matter of attention for intervention measures on this type of farm in the effort to integrate the markets and state 
action must to focus not only on support for investment in these farms (by facilitating loans and grant programs), but 
also on the regulation of agricultural markets (of outputs and inputs) to ensure their normal functioning and stable 
framework to encourage decision to invest in potentially viable farms (Micu M.M., 2012).   
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Table 1. Structure of agricultural exploitations and agricultural surface used resulted in average per agricultural exploitation on regional level and 














The utilized agricultural area,  




on a agricultural 
holding who use 
agricultural area 
No. No. Ha Ha Ha 
Sud-Muntenia Region No. 800269 760432 2333296 2.92 3.07 
Arges County 
No. 162858 157971 324121.93 1.99 2.05 
(%) of total region 20 21 14 -32 -33 
Source: Data processing by the National Institute of Statistics, Tempo-Online - series time access 25.01.2013; 
The utilized agricultural area, reported in 2010, the returns on average per agricultural holding is 2.92 ha in the 
Sud-Muntenia Region and the county Arges is 1.99 ha, while the county has 20% the total number of farms in the 
region. 
From the point of view of the utilized agricultural area, which lies on average per agricultural holding, farms 
Arges County utilizes 32% less than the average for the region (Table no. 1.). Arges County farm represents 20% of 
the total number of farms that are found in the Sud-Muntenia Region. By type, predominant number of 
unincorporated farms compared to the unincorporated. Best represented in the county are co-operative with 60% in 
the region. Similar proportions around 19% companies are state owned and institutes, research stations, schools in 
the agriculture (Table no. 2). The number of agricultural companies with legal personality in Arges county, is 20% 
of the region and the individual farm unincorporated, is 17% of the total area (Table 2). 





No. No. (%) of the region 
Agricultural holdings with no 
legal personality 
Individual agricultural holdings 793718 161798 20 
Authorized Individuals, individual enterprise, 
family enterprises 1015 95 9 
Agricultural holdings  
with legal personality 
Autonomous enterprises 6 1 17 
Agricultural companies / associations 215 22 10 
Commercial companies with private capital 3898 574 15 
Commercial Company with majority state capital 10 2 20 
Institutes, research stations, schools in the 
agriculture 26 5 19 
Local councils / municipalities 498 86 17 
Other public institutions 26 4 15 
Cooperative units 5 3 60 
Other types 852 268 31 
Total 5536 965 17 
TOTAL 800269 162858 20 
Source: Data processing by the National Institute of Statistics, Tempo-Online - series time access 25.01.2013; 
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The data indicates that we are dealing with an average 5% decrease from the 2002 figures when the previous 
census was held. The number of farms decreased by 5.15%. In 2010 were reviewed in Arges 162 858 agricultural 
holdings, of which 161 798 with no legal personality. It is noted that individual producers are still unassociated and 
still sometimes work the land to live from one day to another (Micu MM, V. Tudor, Sterghiu N., Pandelea M., 
2012). 
Table 3. Structure of agricultural surface used, in terms of the legal status of agricultural exploitations, on regional level and on the level of the 





Ha Ha (%) of the region 
Agricultural holdings 
with no legal 
personality 
Individual agricultural holdings 948076.36 197909.03 21 
Authorized Individuals, individual 
enterprise, family enterprises 120986.35 9526.8 8 
Agricultural holdings  
with legal personality 
Autonomous enterprises 1426.69 28.9 2 
Agricultural companies / associations 141813 11519.17 8 
Commercial companies with private 
capital 906126.87 43756.58 5 
Commercial Company with majority state 
capital 123.64 61.2 49 
Institutes, research stations, schools in the 
agriculture 8126.98 881.04 11 
Local councils / municipalities 167839.36 44824.47 27 
Other public institutions 2983.94 1914.16 64 
Cooperative units 4.38 0.94 21 
Other types 35788.44 13699.64 38 
Total 1264233.3 116686.1 9 
TOTAL 2333296 324121.93 14 
Source: Data processing by the National Institute of Statistics, Tempo-Online - series time access 25.01.2013; 
After agricultural area used, the highest percentage is allocated to public institutions with 64%, followed by 
companies with majority state with a percentage of 49% of the total utilized agricultural area of Sud-Muntenia 
region. Area used by individual farms in Arges county, is 21% of the total area used regionally (Table 2).Table 4. 
Structure of exploitations with agricultural surface used, on categories of use of the agricultural surface used, on 
regional level and on the level of the county of Arges in the year 2010 
 
Table 4. Structure of exploitations with agricultural surface used, on categories of use of the agricultural surface used, on regional level and 
on the level of the county of Arges in the year 2010 
 








Sud-Muntenia Region No. 476666 500437 215835 255569 760432 
Arges County 
No. 103167 90571 86907 47326 157971 
 (%) of total region 22 18 40 19 21 
Source: Data processing by the National Institute of Statistics, Tempo-Online - series time access 25.01.2013; 
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Agricultural land for agriculture are varied, the largest area holding a pasture and hay (40% of the region), arable 
land occupies 22% of the total area and permanent crops and kitchen gardens are represented by an area of 19% of 
surface area (Table 4). 
Table 5. Structure of agricultural exploitations with number of animals, on the main species, on regional level and on the level of the county of 
Arges in the year 2010 
    Cattle Sheep Goats Swine Poultry Horses Families of bees 
Sud-Muntenia Region No. 110745 45655 42449 382426 583161 73874 6961 
Arges County 
No. 33554 9834 4469 75314 106788 12397 1567 
 (%) of total region 30 22 11 20 18 17 23 
Source: Data processing by the National Institute of Statistics, Tempo-Online - series time access 25.01.2013; 
Specialized farms cattle are for the most part, occupying a percentage of 30%, with a total of 33554 in the county, 
to the region of 110 745, 22% of the total sheep region, 20% swine, poultry and horses 17%. Most poorly 
represented in the county are to increase goat farms, which represent only 11% of the total area (42 449) with a total 
of 4469 farms (Table 5). 
Regarding livestock species most numerous in the county are cattle (63 783), which represents 27% of the region, 
a situation reflected by the greater weight to increase their holdings. A significant percentage represents the number 
of bee families, representing 22% of the regional total (Table 6). 
Table 6. Share of the number of animals, on the main species, from the county of Arges, opposite to the total number in the region,  in the year 
2010 
  Cattle Sheep Goats Swine Poultry Horses Families of bees 
Sud-Muntenia Region No. 236730 799570 226991 945014 20712686 85787 199156 
Arges County 
No. 63783 160267 25188 184318 2738468 14191 44464 
 (%) of total region 27 20 11 20 13 17 22 
Source: Data processing by the National Institute of Statistics, Tempo-Online - series time access 25.01.2013; 
The goat is the most underrepresented region at occupying only 11%, as the number of farms for their growth. 
4. Conclusions 
Utilized agricultural area, reported in 2010, which is the average per farm is 2.92 ha in the South Region and the 
Arges County is 1.99 ha, while the county has 20% the total number of farms in the region; 
From the point of view of the utilized agricultural area, which lies on average per agricultural holding, farms 
Arges County utilizes 32% less than the average for the region; 
The data indicates that we are dealing with a decrease in average 5% from the 2002 figures when the previous 
census was held. The number of farms decreased by 5.15%. In 2010 there were reviewed in Arges 162 858 
agricultural holdings, of which 161 798 unincorporated. It is noted that individual producers are still unassociated 
and still work the land to live sometimes from day to day; 
Farms specialize in cattle in bulk, holding a share of 30%, with a total of 33,554 in the county, compared to 
110,745 in the region, sheep 22% of the total area, 20% pigs, birds and horses 17%; 
Regarding livestock species most numerous in the county are cattle (63 783), which represents 27% of the region, 
a situation reflected by the greater weight to increase their holdings. A significant percentage represents the number 
of bee families, representing 22% of the regional total. 
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